Sacrament of Holy Baptism Policy Statement

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

We welcome your child, precious to the Lord, to Baptism.

Holy Baptism is celebrated on the following days:


The First Sunday after Epiphany, The Baptism of Our Lord-January 7, 2007

The Last Sunday after Epiphany-February 18, 2007


The Second Sunday of Easter-April 15, 2007


Pentecost Sunday-May 27, 2007


Fall Baptism - September 2, 2007


All Saints Sunday – November 4, 2007


The Baptism of Jesus – January 13, 2008

The 10:00 a.m. Service on these days will, ordinarily, be the time for Holy Baptism.

Our preparation program follows the directive of the Book of Common Prayer.  “Parents and godparents are to be instructed in the meaning of Baptism, in their duties to help the new Christians grow in the knowledge and love of God, and in their responsibilities as members of His Church.”

For some this may be familiar ground, for others bringing a child to Holy Baptism becomes an opportunity for renewal of their relationship with God and His Church.  A preparation program will be offered during the month prior to each baptismal date.  We can work with individual families or with larger groups depending on the number of baptisms we are preparing for.  Regular attendance at Sunday worship is also an appropriate part of preparation.  Child care is offered at both the 8:00 a.m. and the 10:00 a.m. services.  Church School for Kindergarten through 12th Grade is available at 10:00 a.m. during the program year. 

Baptism for adults and older children is also welcomed and involves a series of classes at an age appropriate level.

The Proper Preface of Baptism speaks well to why we approach the Sacrament of Holy Baptism both with great care and with great joy:  “IN JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD YOU HAVE RECEIVED US AS YOUR SONS AND DAUGHTERS, MADE US CITIZENS OF YOUR KINGDOM, AND GIVEN US THE HOLY SPIRIT TO GUIDE US IN ALL TRUTH.”  

We welcome you to this Parish Family of God at Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church. 

